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The Remainder of Mr. Rucares’s Atte «ftation. 
HERE fill are cuident Manif-fations of the Power and 
Grace ot Gaop among us. ‘ Religion 1s more pe uli 
arly the Subdjedt of phony Comver ation» and religions 
Aljemblies are fet up, both by young & eld Perfons, and fpent in 
‘Pr rayer, Singing "ne Prar/ ‘3 pind | ey "ail Arn Conferences. 
From your humble Servant, 


Middleborough, Auguft Benjamin Ruccues. 


4th. 1743. 
P.S. Rev. Sir, Altho’ fome Perf ns from the Diforders 
nd Decln Sens which have appeared in wea ne ular ‘fPerjons 
“ who evidenced their CosrvifPions by Outeries, &c. have thought 


thee Work not to be a Work of Ge a fecial Grace and 
‘Proof of the Revival of Religion; vet I muft declare my 
Opinion otherwife, and fay Lam full init, and vers!) belreve, 
that tt ss a very remartable Des of GOD: Grace and picn’ifts 
Out-pouring of bis Hoty Srinit on his People. 
Teftited by me Bex~ramin Rucotres, Paftor of the 
fecond Church in Ahiddieboroveh. 





AnAccount of the late Propagation of Relizion at Wee y and 
Chariefiown in Ruone-Ist ann Cotony in a Letter trom 
theRev. Mr. Par & 5 Paftor of aChurch newly gathered there, 

To the Publifher of the Curist1an Hyeo1 
Wieferly and Charles Town, Ruope-Istanno Cotony, 
Auguft 1. 1743 


Ace ording to vour Defire, I here communicate 
ne yee? al / “unt ot the Lerd’ bv f MOii Pp, 


Working Salvation in the mudft of it. 


Ce Awol 
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202 Account of the Propagation of Religion 


And as it was the Occafion of the fr/? planting of a Church 
in this Place, it may ferve to give Light, and fet forth the 
Glory of the Lorn, to give fome general Account of Gon’s 
providential Dealings towards us from the Beginning of my Mi- 
niftry. 

In May 1733. 1 was fent by the Honourable and Reverend 
the Commiffioners for the Indian Affairs, to preach the Gofpel 
to the Inp1ANs and fuch of the Englifh as would attend. 

At my Arrival I found a comfortable Appearance of Hu- 
manity and Courtefy among the People: But a Spirit of Pro- 
fanenefs and Irreligion awfully prevailing. My Judgment 
concerning my felf is, That | was a moral religious Perfon, 
but extremely in the Dark as to the Way of Salvation by 
CHRIST. ; 

I laboured in the Work of the Miniftry with fome Labori- 
oufnefs and Faithfulnefs in the Difcharge of my Tru% : Endea- 
vouring to reduce the People to Order, and the Practice of 
the Duties of Religion both moral and inffituted ; by proving 
both, and eftabiiihing them upon as firm a Bafis as poffible, 
both from Reafon and Scripture ;: and prefling them to Prac- 
tice by the /fromgef? Motives I could. And in that Method } 
miniftred among the People for /evera/ Years ; but all in vain : 
There appeared no Impreffions of Religion and Virtue upon 
their Minds. But the more [ Jaboured and contracted an 
Acquaintance, the more I faw of their Iniquity abounding : 
which was very difcouraging ; that I could by no Means 
prevail upon them to be better, but that they rather grew 
worfe. 

And Gop was gracioufly pleafed not to fuffer me to over- 
look my felf; but by HIs SprrtT made Application to me, 
and led me into the fecret Imagery of my own Heart: And 
there I had as hard Labour to repair the Breaches which Sin 
had made, as among others. And tho’ I had been fomewhat 
indoétrinated in Gofpel-Truths, and had a Work of Conviftion 
fo far gracioufly carried on in me, that I could by no Means 
embrace the ArminianPrinciples at large ; yet fomething I had 
fecretly imagining,that there was fomething in Men to begin with, 
and thatGo/pelGrace came to make perfeé? : But could not get to 
that Pitch asto think my felf ripe for Grace, and with any 
Cor fidence lay Claim toit ; becaufe I found my Works were 
no better before Gop. But it pleafed Gop to come clofer 
tu me ftill, and bring all into a ruinous Heap ; ’till Gop was 
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gracioufly pleafed to give me to fee bis Glory in the Face of 
jesus Curis, and difcover a new and living Way to the 
FaTHER, which is Jesus Curisr. 

The Glory ofa sov EREIGN Gop fhined bright in dif/pz/ing 
the Jntere/ts of Manéind as he had done both in the fir? and 
Second ADAM. 

I faw then, that the Vay to help forward the Good of Man- 
kind, was not to go to repairing and mending, but to pull down 
as faft as I could, becaufe there was no Foundation at all: and 
according to the Manifeftation of THESPIRIT given me to prope 
withal, I laboured to fhew forth the total Ruin of the fir? 
Adam, and the compleat Refloration in the fecong. - 

My Minjfiry then began to be mare contemptible : that I was 
fo much upon Original Sin and Eleéion, Doctrines extremely 
abhor’d by the People. ‘They could bear /egal Preaching, 
tho’ it was a Minijiration of Condemnation : fo long as they 
could keep any Hope in themfelves, Satan and a corrupt Heart 
would carry Men along pretty comfortably ; by flattering 
them either that what was prefled upon then, was nota Duty, 
or not to be done by them who were not fully portaties ina 
their own Mind, however obligatory to fuch as were, or that 
in due Time they would engage in the Practice of their Dut; 

But when ay came to be told, that rHEy could do x2 
thing; That ell rury did er could da fignified nothing toward 
their andl Salvation: But all the Concerns of their Salvation 
were taken whally cut of their Hands and put into the Hands of 
the Lornp Jesus Curist, and that THEY mu/? come to 
Him, and take that Free Grace that the Gofpel of the blefjed 
Gop fets forth in Je sus Curist, or be damned to all Erer- 
nity: This, tho’ the rv imaginary Power was of no Ad- 
vantage, for they would not try to excrtit; yet When it was 
denied them, ftirred up their Indignation. 

But I know it was Gon’s own Scheme, and muft be Afan's, 
if ever he attained to Gop or Gedline/s. 

And therefore, tho’ in much Weaknefs, Unbelief and Un- 
faithfulnefs, 1 was by the Grace of Gon enabled in a Meafure 
to contend for the Faith, and ailert the great Doctrines of Grace 
forfome Years. And the more I continued therein, the more 
Gop gave me to know the Myfteries of the Kingdsm of Heaven, 
the more I faw the Glory of Gow therein, and was ecnablel 
so fpeak with more Boldaefs. 

Cc2 Yet 
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Yet Satan and a corrupt Heart deceived me, and got ay 
Advantage, and kept me from making fu/l and particular Ap- 
plication to Souls, by declaring what their State, according to 
their Profeffion and Practice was: But was ready to fay when ) 
it came to that, that L hoped better Things, and Things which 
accompanied Salvation, tho’ | thus fpake ; left it fhould raife 
their Prejudgces, and they fhould wholly fhut out the Word. 
Such a fair Shew Satan put on. 

But a good and gracious Gop, who leads his People thro’ 
dark Paths , would net fuiter me to continue thus deceived : 
But taught me fo bring his Truth more clofe, and minifter 
it for Gon, and according to his Direction, and leave the 
Event with him. And convinced me, that, Zrué/ imn/? be 
broug st to every Man’s Confcience, or the Soul could never be 
made free. And therefore I now endeavoured to come to the 
Confcience of every Man, and bring the Truth of Gon there. 
And this fretted them ftill more. 

Thad by my Acquaintance with People in fome Meafure 

ecommended my felf to their Affections and Efteem fo far as 
to be accounted an hone/? Man that meant well, but wild in 
my Notions about Religion: that they did not wholly reje& 
me, tho? they became apparently more eftranged from me : 
But I was refolved, through Grace, to go on boldly in the 
Caute of Gop and T ruth, *ull I faw what the End would be. 

And it pleafed Gon in his Providence to bring the Revd. 
Mr. Gillert Tennent this Way, both going and coming in his 
Travel through NEW-ENGLAND. Going he preached aSer- 
mon to a Number of the People from AZath. 11.28. And 
coming back, toa Number more, from Gen. 3. 9. which laft 
more efpecialiy roufed up the People, and filled fome with 
great Wrath : and it raifed the Prejudices of People the more 
asainftme, for concurring in the fame Teltimony ; but all 
qs ved to keen their Confciences fomething more awake. 
Now my Leavers became very flack about coming to Meet- 
ing: feldom above Ten, Twenty, or T/srty Souls appeared at 
the public As ‘mbly ; fometimes not fo many: and: if the 
Weather was {© as they could have any Excufe, many Times 
none at all, Woe Confcicence was jtirring. ‘ind if thefe 
"Things were true, they mutt be wrong they knew. And tho’ 
they fought againft the Truth, they could net overcome. 

s the Lorn enabled me as 1 pad Opportunity more eari- 
fly to maintain his Truth, and give no Place to Oppefers 
oe! 

















at Wefterly, in Rhode-Ifland Colony. 205 


Till fometime after Gon in his Providence fent the Revd. 
Mr. Fames Davenport over toNEW-ENGLAND. He preach’d 
at Stcnington adjacent to us. I went my felf, and diverfe 
from this Place tohear him. I had heard many ftrangeThings 
of him, and ftrange Effects of his preaching. I went to meet 
him fome Way before he came to the Meeting- Houfe : And 
upon their coming in Jolemn Procejfion finging an Hymn, the dread 
Majefly of Gon feemed to fill Heaven and Earth; and a Se- 
heminity appeared in the Countenances of all. He preach’d aplain 
and awakening Sermon, from ‘John 5. 40. I heard nothing 
extraordinary, but the wholfome Truths of the Gofpel, and 
expected no extraordinary Effect, when to my Surprize their 
was @ Cry all over the Meeting-Houfe. 1 went about and in- 
quired of one and another the Meaning of their Out-cry : And 
when I came to underftand the inward and fecret Spring 
thereof, viz. A deep Conviction of Sin ; I could not but fay, 
This is the Lorp’s Doing and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 
Several of cur People were pricked to the Heart ; who heard 
him give another additional Teftimony to the Truth, and faw 
the wonderful Effects of it. And feveral attended his Miniftry 
longer there, and returned deeply wounded. 

And tho’ the fhining Light feemed to darken me, as to my 
own Experiences ; yet the Lorn ftrengthened me to plead 
fer his Truth, the Witnefs of which, Ihad in myfelf. There 
continued a Shaking among many dry Bones : and fach then 
would generally come to hear me preach. 

There continued much of the working of Gonp’s mighty 
Power atStontnGTon. And many were hopefully brouglit 
out of Darknefs into Gonp’s marvellous Licht. 

And feveral of them were moved to te//ify and exhort others 
te fly for Refuge to lay hold of the Hope fet before ther. 
Upon firft hearing of this, I difapproved of it in myfelf, and 
had diverfe Objections againtt it. 

But providentially a Number of them came to hold a Meet- 
ing at a remote Part of Ve/terly : And one of my Friends who 
Truft had been under the faving Operations of Gop’ sSprrit 
informed me of his Thoughts to go and hear them, and invite 
them to his Houfe and hold a Meeting there. I confented 
provided he found them to his liking: and propoled mytelito 
come and hear them. ; 

Accordingly on the 21{t of Fanuary, 17 
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of the new born Children of Gop came to me: Here they 
prayed and gave a lVord of Exhortation : They appeared hum- 
ble, and the Power of Gop feemed to accompany them. 

I went with them to the PJace, where they had ap- 
pointed to meet in the Evening. I joined with them and 
began with Prayer. They gave fome Declaration of the 
Work of Gon upon their Hearts, in converting them to Gon, 
and exhorted the People tocome to the Lorn JesusCurisr. 
And I gave public Teftimony that this was the true Grace of 
Gop euthich they fet forth, 2nd encouraged them to bear the 
Teftimony of ‘fe/us among the People. “Many were greaily 
enraged at them, and at me for countenancing them: But I 
thought the true Grace of Gop muft not be oppofed, but en- 
couraged where-ever Gop was beftowing it, and however he 
was fending it. So that none of thefe Things moved me. I 
was with them the next Day.\ikewife: The Power of Gop 
appeared accompanying them : and I was myfelf ftrengthened 
and lifted up by their Means. 

Upon the 28th Day of the Month, having been to Stening- 
ton to vifit and affift the Rev. Mr. Fis, upon a Lecture, I 

as accompanied home by aNumber of Converts ; and there 
being a confiderable Concourfe of People, we went into the 
Meeting-Houfe. We prayed, and feveral gave a Word of Ex- 
hertatizn: And there was fome-what of the Power of Gop 
vifible among the People ; fome crying cut under a Sen/e of 
their Anful and undone Condition. 

Upon the 29th of January, 1741,2. The Rev. Mr. Eells 
of Stonincton came and preached. an awakening Sermon from 
4nos6.1. gfter which I declared publickly, that 7f any had 
a Word of iertorion to fay, they were defired ta fay on. 
Seve ral Chriftians, gave a Word of Exhortation. Gon began 
then to work more powerfully : feveral were pricked to “the 
dieart > Two hopefully received Light and Comfort that 
Day: The Way was opened to the Farner in Carist 
Jeovs. They hada Meeting inthe Evening at fuchaDiftance 
that I ex wuld not attend it. “The wonderful Power of Gop 
was faid to be vifibly manifefted : fevcral were pricked to the 
Hleart, crying out, Mo is me: and feveral broken Hearts 
were healed. 

Upon the gif. being Lera’s-Day, fome Brethren from 
dSconinzton seturned to keep Sabbath with us. We had a 
Afssting allo in the Lvening. There was great Oppofition ; 
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But Gop fhew’d himfelf victorious ; and /everal were wounded 
ini ‘t, and one Negro hopefully renewed. 

fivruary 1/1. and 2d. We had Meetings. The Lord was 
preteuc to &illand make alive. And in this Time the Number 
hopefully converted was fifteen Souls. 

i contivued frequent Leétures, (befides Sabbath Exercifes) 
among, Englifh & Indians : Had frequent Help from Minitters 
and Exhor ters. The Lorp continuing to werk Salvation 
amoug us. 

Betore this Day of Gon’s Power, there was not (as far as 
ever I learnt) one Houfe of Prayer in the Place, in two large 
Towns * containing /ome Hundreds of Families, nor any that 
profetled the Faith of Gop’s own Operation, or the true 
Doétrines of Grace. 

Now when the Lor p fet up his Sanctuary in the midft of 
us, thofe Heads of Families, who had been the happy Subjects 
y his Grace, immediately fet up the Worfhip of Gow in thar 

rs i ; reading, praying and /inging the Praife of Gep in 
Pyjalms, Hymns and Spiritual Songs. “They were brought fur- 
prizingly to know the Doétrine of the Grace of Gop ; fuch 
as before had counted it Foolifhnefs: and their Souls were 
thereby quickned towards Gop. 

They became earneftly engaged to come into Covenant with 
the Lorn and one another in the Fellow/bip of the Go/pel. 

Accordingly upon the 29th of April, 1742. a Number of 
them fet a-part a Day of Fafting and Prayer, to implore the 
Direction and Blefing of Gow, in fettling Golpel-Worthip 
and Ordinances among them. 

And upon the 5t) of May, they were formed intoa Church- 
State, by the Ajijlance of a Council of Minifiers and Delegates 
from Stonington. 

And upon Augu/f the 13th 1742. through much Oppofition 
became an organized Body : when by the Providence ot Gon, 
I was ordained to the pajtoral ( Dffice over them. May the 
LORD walk in the midft of this his Golden Candieftick, 
and hold his Star in his right Hand, feed and jiead and litt us 
up forever. 





* We fuppofe, thatWesTERLY is lately divided into two 
‘Towns ; one namedCharle/fown,and the other retaining 
the Name of /Ve/ler/y, and that Mr. Parks Congregation 
confills of People belonging to Bit. 
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The LORD has added daily to the Church, fuch we hope as 
frall be faved. The Number of Profeflors firft entring into 
the Bonds and Fellowship of the Gofpel, was fourteen Souls, 
eight Valesand fix Females, all Englip: Since which Time 
have been joined to our Communion twenty-two Perfons, be- 
fides two that have been recommended from other Churches. 
O} thofe added fix are Indians, and two Negroes. 

They all in fome good Meafure appear hopefully to continue 
in the Grace of GOD, and with Purpofe of Heart to cleave to 
the LORD ; approving themfelves the true and faithful D:/- 
ciples of the Lorn» Jesus Curist, thro’ manifold Tempta- 
tions preffing forward toward the Mark, growing in Grace, and 
in the Knowledge of our Lory and Saviour JesusCuRist. 
None have run into feandalous Living, or Hetrodoxy of Opi- 
nion, to bring any Reproach upon Chriftianity, (the LORD 
have the Praife) but have manitefted, under all Temptations 
and Toffings of the Adverfary, hopeful Tokens of Stedfaftnefs 
of Heart. 

The LORD in the Beginning of his Vifitation, was graci- 
oufly pleafed to fhew fome Tokens for Good towards the 
In p1ANs,and fingled out fome of them for Monuments of his 
free and fovereign Grace. 

But the Power of GOD began to be moft remarkable 
among the ed | them upon F-b.6. 1742,3. when upon the 
Lord’s Day, a Number of Chri/fian Indians from Stonington 
came to vitit the /ndians here: I went in the Evening after the 
publick Worfhip of GOD to meet them, and preach a Lec- 
ture to them. 

The LORD gave me to plead with him that his Kingdom 
might be feen coming with Power pagong the /naians. The 
LORD I truft began to anfwer S. the Time of Prayer. 
After which we fungan f/ymi. “he Glory of the LORD 
was manitefted more and more. The Enlightened among 
them had a great Senfe of fpiritual and eternal Things: A 
Spirit of Prayer and Supplication was poured out upon 
them, anda Spirit of Comvu:éiion upon the Enemies of Gop. 

I attempted to preach trom 2 Cor. 6. 2. but was unable to 
continue my Dilcourfe by Reaton of the Oxtery. I therefore 
gave itup: And asl had Opportunity offered a Word of Ex- 
hortation,as the Lord enabled me. | fpent the Evening until 
late with them. 
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